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A plain-English guide to teaching phonics. Every parent can teach reading―no experts need
apply!Too many parents watch their children struggle with early reading skills―and don't know
how to help. Phonics programs are too often complicated, overpriced, gimmicky, and filled with
obscure educationalese. The Ordinary Parent's Guide to Teaching Reading cuts through the
confusion, giving parents a simple, direct, scripted guide to teaching reading―from short vowels
through supercalifragilisticexpialidocious. This one book supplies parents with all the tools they
need.Over the years of her teaching career, Jessie Wise has seen good reading instruction fall
prey to trendy philosophies and political infighting. Now she has teamed with dynamic coauthor
Sara Buffington to supply parents with a clear, direct phonics program―a program that gives
them the know-how and confidence to take matters into their own hands.

About the AuthorJessie Wise, a former teacher, is a home education consultant, speaker, and
writer. She has decades of experience as a classroom teacher, elementary school principal,
private tutor, and educational consultant, and is the co-author of the best-selling The Well-
Trained Mind and the groundbreaking elementary grammar text First Language Lessons for the
Well-Trained Mind. She lives in Charles City, Virginia.Sara Buffington has experience as a
teacher and children's book editor. Now a freelance writer, Buffington is the co-author of The
Ordinary Parent's Guide to Teaching Reading and First Language Lessons, Level Three.
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D.H. Bradley, “Effective, Efficient, and Rewarding. I’ve taught two children to read using this
book, and working on a third. It’s so easy - almost no prep is needed, except 3x5 cards and a
pen. The well-worn soft cover is a bit tattered (got it used), but I expect it to hold up for our fourth
kid also. I’ll gladly buy another if it doesn’t.All schoolteachers of my children have complimented
me on each of my kids’ reading ability — and the credit goes to the failsafe process in this book.
In addition to the curriculum, the useful, encouraging advice on managing a reading session with
your child as a non-educator parent is pure gold: it helped me foster a genuine ADHD boy into a
now-avid reader with a minimum of time and personal stress. The authors point out that it’s not
just reading… you’re training your child to focus on and accomplish hard, mental work.It is so
rewarding when your child reads the final lesson—the look on their face!Not required, but I
would recommend supplementing with the BOB books. I found with my second child that these
books are amusing and greatly satisfying, so they cement the lessons in the more practical but
boring how-to-read book.”

Rebecca, “Dry, Methodical, and Highly Effective!. We are just under halfway through this
workbook and it's working so well that I had to share (and will update as necessary). My 4.5 year
old daughter is truly learning to read using this book (and some Bob books to help reinforce
what she is learning). It's worth noting that we skipped over the beginning part which teaches
letter sounds, as she already knew them heading into this. At the risk of sounding like a lazy
parent, she learned those pretty effortlessly (on my part) using a zoo-phonics practice video on
YouTube and some knock-off Zoo-Phonics flashcards from Pinterest. (The video is not even the
official Zoo-Phonics one, but instead the one by the "Best San Diego Reading Tutor" on
YouTube https://youtu.be/bFr_S4Jn-tg.) I would turn it on once a day before letting her watch
another show until she knew them, so I can't comment on the first part of this book. We picked
up from the first lesson that begins to teach combining letter sounds into words. We do a lesson
each day that we have time in the mornings during her baby sister's nap or after her baby sister
goes to bed at night. For anyone who has read The Well-Trained Mind, there is a passage that
talks about how your kid may not love the chore of learning how to read, but that you do it each
day anyway and treat it like an ordinary part of your day that must be accomplished, like
brushing your teeth. It's true that my daughter isn't begging to do this book with me each day. But
it's also true that when I say "it's time for our reading lesson" she agrees without much fuss and
is very proud of the progress she had made so far.As a parent, there is almost no prep work to
this. It's scripted, so you just open it and go. It took me a little while to get the rhythm of things,
but once you have a few lessons under your belt, it will feel like second nature. There is a lot of
repetition in the script, but that is a contributing factor in its success. My daughter knows what to
expect and can focus on whatever new sound combo or grammar rule we are learning that day.
Lessons average around 20 minutes and I like to keep things moving along by using a bell



(actually an app that functions like a bell called service bell) and dinging it after each new word
she reads correctly (or at the end of each sentence read correctly as we have advanced). If she
starts dragging her feet and asking "when will reading be over?" the motivation of hearing that
"ding" usually helps a lot! (We use a different bell sound from the same app for errors and then
she can correct herself and get the "right" bell sound as needed.)The book is dry, repetitive,
straightforward and completely black and white with no pictures. It's not exciting on its own. This
is also why it is so effective. Kids absolutely cannot guess their way through it. They are forced to
sound out words and follow the decoding rules. They also learn new skills in a methodical way.
At the recommendation of another commenter here, we bought the complete set of Bob books
to accompany this workbook and they pair up very nicely to reinforce what she is learning in this
workbook. Most importantly, there is a good amount of review built into each daily lesson so she
is retaining what she has already learned while learning new skills. There are some really fun
optional games at the end of some of the lessons that we again reward with a ding of a bell for
each correct answer she gives. She really loves the games!I highly recommend this book to
anyone who has a kid that is ready to start putting those letter sounds together and is willing to
sit down with their kid for 20 minutes a day to help them do so. It works!”

Jenn_19, “Ordinary Parent's Guide. We're up to lesson 50 or so and I can see a very drastic
improvement in my son's reading and his confidence. This book is very easy to use and you do
not have to prepare for the lesson at all. A few negatives that the other reviewers mentioned are
thata) "the teacher's instructions and the child's sentences are all on the same page and can be
overwhelming." I have the book facing towards me at the beginning of the lesson and when it
gets to his part I place a blank index card under what he will be reading. He does not seem
distracted by anything else on the page or have to try and look around for what he's supposed to
be doing.b) "There are no pictures." I actually love that there aren't any pictures. When we
would read a book with pictures he would look at the pictures to help him figure out a word rather
than learning to sound it out. When we were reading I would have to cover the picture up so that
he wouldn't do that. It became very frustrating for both of us.c) "It's boring." The lessons only
take about 5-10 minutes. They are very easy and very straight forward. Are they super
exciting? Not really, but a lot of aspects of school aren't. As long as you're reading other books
together I don't see this book keeping a child from loving to read. Now that my son is able to rad
words we see around us he is realizing how important it is to learn and doesn't seem to mind the
lessons. I wouldn't say he looks forward to his lesson, but he LOVES reading and is always
dragging books out for me to read with him. And I have caught him going through the books in
his room to see which ones he can read now.d) "the sentences don't make sense." The
sentences are made up of only the words your child has learned so far. They may not be the
type of stories you would find in a regular book, but I think it makes him feel good that he can
sound out/recognize every word that is in several sentences. A lot of the stories my son just
thinks are silly.A few things that I have found that I don't like area) The capital I in the book looks



just like a lower case l and my son gets confused. I realize that a lot of books use that as their
letter style choice, I just think it's a little confusing to use that when they're just learning to read.b)
I wish the book were hard backed. We use the book every day and my son has his hands on it,
too. The spine has cracked and is beginning to separate from the pages. I really think this
method works and would like to use it with my other children when they get older but I am not
sure if the book will hold up.Other than that, I feel that this method is working for my son and is
worth the $20 and 10 minutes a day. If this book doesn't make it to the next child I would order
another copy.”

Sam Mooney, “Effective and enjoyable. This is a great book for teaching your child to read. It
methodically goes through the various sounds and blends and therefore the difficulty builds
gradually. I'm a primary school teacher who now teaches my own children at home. I didn't use
this book with my first two and they learned to read very well using other resources, but I'm
enjoying this with my third as the daily lesson is giving us structure and discipline in what is often
a busy schedule! My only criticism is that it is over-scripted, so I ignore most of the 'what to say'
writing and do my own thing. That said, some parents who are new to it all may appreciate the
security of having it written there for them.”

carleen boulter, “Five Stars. This is helping my little girl  a lot”

Fouziah, “Good instructional book. A very detailed book. Very useful.”

Jenasta, “straightforward guide. This book is great, we home educate and currently use this
book. It is straightforward and simple and gives parents back the power when it comes to
helping their child to read. I have always had a strong aversion to heavily product based phonics
systems-someone is making a lot of money out of parents. This book consists of 231 simple
scripted lessons. We find it easy to follow. You just need some blank index cards and a pen and
later on, a magnetic board and some magnetic letters. There are suggestions for first reading
books but its really possible to use any reading books your child likes.My daughter likes that the
lessons are short and we spend the rest of the day spotting the new letters in our home and any
where we go to reinforce it. We waited until we were certain our daughter was ready to read so
she is finding it a lot of fun.”

The book by Karen S. Mazzeo has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 406 people have provided feedback.
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